CHAPTER     XIII
THE FAR EAST
JUST as Islam occupies the whole area of the Near
East and has thus given its own peculiar culture to
that special region of Asia in which the North-West
Frontier stands, so in the same manner the Hindu-
Buddhist culture, which had its origin in India,
has spread all over the Far East. The vast population
of China shares with India, on that account, the
reputation of being the most peace-loving in all the
world.
It must always be remembered that when we deal
with these two ancient civilizations of India and
China, together with their surroundings, we are in
touch with half the population of the globe. Not
only does the centre of gravity of the world's
population still remain in this area of Asia in our
modern age, but, as far as history records, it
has always been there for at least three thousand
years.
Thus, if world peace is to be attained in our own
times, and if war is actually to cease, not only on
the North-West Frontier of India, but all over
Asia and Europe, then it is clearly of first-rate
importance that this peaceable Hindu tradition which
had its origin in India and has spread so widely
over the earth should receive its fullest recognition
in the Council of the Nations of mankind. It will